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SUB J : MEXICAN-ISRAELI RELATONS: ANOTHER "MISUNDERSTANDING" 

REF: TEL AVIV 7863 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY: BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. ISRAELIS ARE AGAIN 
EXERCISED OVER MEXICAN VOTE FOR UNGA RESOLUTION CONTAINING 
ANTI-ZIONIST OVERTONES. MEXICO IS SHARING PUBLIC CRITICISM 
WITH FOREIGN MINISTRY, IN PARTICULAR FONMIN ALLON. WHO 
APPARENTLY KNEW IN ADVANCE WHAT MEXICAN VOTE WOULD BE 
BUT FAILED TO INFORM PRESS, KNESSET, OR ISRAEL'S UN AMBASSADOR. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. ONLY TWO WEEKS AFTER APPARENTLY SUCCESSFUL VISIT BY 
MEXICAN FONMIN RABASA, ISRAELI RELATIONS WITH MEXICO ARE AGAIN 
IN SPOTLIGHT IN WAKE OF MEXICAN VOTE IN FAVOR OF UN RESOLUTION 
TAKING NOTE OF DECLARATION ADOPTED BY INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S YEAR 
CONFERENCE IN MEXICO CITY EARLIER THIS YEAR. DECLARATION, 

OF COURSE, CONTAINED OVERTONES OF ANTI-ZIONISM. 

3. JERUSALEM POST DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT REPORTS THAT 
TO "OFFICIALS IN JERUSALEM", HOWEVER, THE MEXICAN VOTE WAS 
NO SURPRISE AND WAS PRECISELY WHAT HAD BEEN AGREED UPON 
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RABASA. ACCORDING TO POST, HE HAD EXPLAINED WHILE HERE 
THAT, SINCE HIS COUNTRY HAD HOSTED WOMEN'S YEAR CONFERENCE 
AND HAD CO-SPONSORED RESULTING DECLARATION, IT COULD NOT 
OPPOSE RESOLUTION. HE REPORTEDLY GAVE ASSURANCES. HOWEVER, 

THAT MEXICAN DELEGATE WOULD DISASSOCIATE MEXICO FROMANTI- 
ZIONIST ASPECT OF RESOLUTION AND THAT IN FUTURE MEXICO WOULD 
ABSTAIN ON ANY ANTI-ZIONIST RESOLUTIONS. POST STORY 
POINTS OUT HTAT FONMIN ALLON APPARENTLY FAILED TO INFORM EITHER 
KNESSET FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE OR ISRAELI UN AMBASSADOR HERZOG 
OF UNDERSTANDING REACHED WITH RABASA. 

4. PRESS WAS ALSO UNINFORMED, AND HAS BEEN HIGHLY CRITICAL BOTH 
OF MEXICAN VOTE AND MFA'S HANDLING OF AFFAIRS. HAARETZ 

EDITORIAL STATES THAT "THIS VOTE CASTS A HEAVY SHADOW ON THE MEXICAN 
LEADERS. ..BUT FOREIGN MINISTER ALLON ALSO DESERVES TO BE SEVERELY 
CRITICIZED.. .NOW THAT IT HAS BECOME CLEAR.. .THAT HIS GUEST 
(THE MEXICAN FOREIGN MINISTER) DID NOT CONCEAL FROM HIM THE FACT 
THAT MEXICO WOULD VOTE THE WAY IT DID.. .IT IS CLEAR THAT THE 
BLAME DOES NOT LIE ENTIRELY WITH THE MEXICAN SIDE.. .WE ARE SHAMED 
BY THE FOREIGN MINISTRY SPOKESMAN'S ADMISSION THAT ALLON 
'WAS NOT SURPRISED’ AT THE VOTE..." 

5. MAARIV EDITORIAL ALSO DIRECTS ITS CRITICISM AT THE MFA, 

CALLING THE EXPLANATIONS GIVEN IN JERUSALEM FOR THE MEXICAN VOTE 
"ASTONISHING". THE EDITORIAL WONDERS WHETHER THE MFA ISSUED 
OTHER "PERMITS" TO COUNTRIES WISHING TO SLANDER ISRAEL AND ASKS 
"HAVE WE REACHED THE STAGE WHERE THE JEWISH ORGANIZATIONSIN AMERICA 
...ARE GUARDING THE JEWISH HONOR ABANDONED BY THE ISRAELI 

FOREIGN MINISTRY? " 

6. DAVAR EDITORIAL TAKES A SLIGHTLY DIFFERENCT LINE. IT WRITES 
THAT, ALTHOUGH THE VOTE WAS RECEIVED WITH DISAPPOINTMENT BOTH 
HERE AND AMONG THE JEWISH COMMUNITY IN THE US, "MEXICO 
VIOLATED NO PROMISES MADE TO ISRAEL DURING THE VISIT OF 

THE MEXICAN FONMIN IN ISRAEL.. .IT IS DOUBTFUL WHETHER ONE 

CAN COMPLAIN AGAINST THE ISRAELI FOREIGN MINSTRY, ALTHOUGH 

IT WOULD HAVE BEEN BETTER TO SHOW MORE RESTRAINT IN 

THE FRIENDLY EXCHANGES WITH THE GUEST.. .BUT MORE SURPRISING 

IS THE SPEED OF SOME OF THE JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS IN AMERICA 

TO AGREE TO MEET WITH THE MEXICAN PRESIDENT... EVEN BEFORE DEC 15 VOTE 
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7. INTENSITY OF INITIAL ISRAELI REACTION TO MEXICAN VOTE IS 
FURTHER REFLECTED IN FACT THAT LABOR ALIGNMENT KNESSET MEMBER 
HAS PORPOSED MOTION FOR AGENDA ON "LIES ECHEVERRIA HAS TOLD US". 

8. MEXICAN AMBASSADOR TO ISRAEL CONFIRMED TO PRESS AFTER 
VOTE THAT FONMIN RABASA HAD TOLD ISRAELI OFFICIALS DURING 
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HIS VISIT THAT MEXICO WOULD HAVE NO CHOICE BUT TO VOTE 
IN FAVOR OF RESOLUTION ARISING FROM CONFERENCE THAT IT HOSTED, 

BUT THAT MEXICAN DEL WOULD DISASSOCIATE ITSELF FROM IDENTIFYING 
ZIONISM AS A FORM OF RACISM. HE ADDED THAT MOST OF RESOLUTION'S 35 
PARAGRAPHS "WERE VERY IMPORTANT FOR MEXICAN FOREIGN AND INTERNAL 
POLICY". END UNCLASSIFIED. 

9. BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL: COMMENT: REAL LOSER FROM THIS LATEST 
DEVELOPMENT WOULD APPEAR TO BE FONMIN ALLON, WHO APPARENTLY 
WAS PRIVY TO MEXICAN INTENTIONS AS RESULT OF RABASA VISIT- WITH WHICH 
HE WAS PERSONALLY IDENTIFIED. ACCORDING TO SOME REPORTS, 

JOURNALISTS WHO GOT WIND OF PRIOR ISRAELI ACQUIESCENCE IN LATEST MEXI 
CAN 

VOTE WERE ASKED TO REFRAIN FROM PRINTING IT TO AVOID EMBARRASSING 
MEXICANS. WHATEVER TRUE FACTS OF MATTER MAY BE, FAILURE TO BE CANDID 
WITH ISRAELI PUBLIC ON ISSUE OF SUCH HIGH EMOTIONAL CONTENT 
WILL NOT ENHANCE ALLON’S IMAGE. 

10. WE ASSUME THAT GOI'S REACTION HAS BEEN TEMPERED SOMEWHAT 
BY ISRAEL'S KEEN INTEREST IN MEXICAN CRUDE OIL AS PARTIAL 
ALTERNATIVE TO PRESENT HEAVY RELIANCE ON IRANIAN CRUDE. 

MEXICO IS NOW SUPPLYING MODEST AMOUNT OF OIL TO ISRAEL AND HAS 
PROMISED TO SUPPLY GREATER QUANTITY IN FUTURE AS MEXICAN EXPORT 
SURPLUS INCREASES. 

TOON 
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